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The transformation is the inevitable result of a long
process of transitional changes. Nor are the changes sudden
or accidental. A long period of silent and unobtrusive
preparation went on unnoticed. The change when it came
shocked only those whose mental and social habits had
become ossified. We must not, however, exaggerate the
extent of the change. Social habits are changing, but social
beliefs are still largely unchanged. The attitude of criticism
and intellectual examination is still extensive rather than
intensive. Modern moods mingle strangely with anachro-
nistic feelings. Contemporary Indians think, feel and act
simultaneously on many planes. The past, the present and
the future are telescoped in strange patterns that baffle
analysis and understanding.